Gender in the imagery of God

A. Introduction

e Does divine imagery involve gender?

o What does this imply about human gender and sex? “sex” is biological, from birth
and mostly binary, while “gender” is a social construction relating to behaviours and
attributes based on labels of masculinity and femininity, and gender identity is a
personal, internal perception and so may not match a person’s sex. (ONS.gov.uk)
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B. Some male imagery for God:

Exodus 15:3 - The Lord is a man of war, the Lord is His name. 230V 1 NRNZN YN N
Jeremiah 3:19-20 - As for me, | said, How shall | place you among D32 TIPUX PR ONIIN N
children? | gave you a land of delight, an estate of the greatest NINIY 22X NN NTHN NN T2 19N
splendour of nations, and I said, You shall call Me “my Father” and N2 OINNMDI Y INIPR YN IIN) D)
you shall not turn back from Me. Yet, as a woman betrays her 12 YR YN NTHZ PR OV
companion, you have betrayed Me, O house of Israel, said the Lord. /7 ON) ONIY? 12 71 DR

Malachi 2:10 - Do we not all have one father, did not one God create us? MN12 TNN 9P RIJT) NP TNN AN NIDN

Psalms 103:13 - As a father has compassion for his children, D2 Dy AN BN
the Lord has compassion for those who revere Him. 1PN DY N O

C. Some female imagery for God:

Deuteronomy 32:18 - You neglected the rock that bore you; _’V.”.'_'J 70 N

and forgot God who birthed you. : 72900 D N2YmM
Isaiah 42:14 - | have been silent a very long time. Kept my peace, held PIRIN YINN DN STIYNT
Myself in check — like a woman in labour now I shriek, | gasp and | also pant. ~ : T2 ONYN) DYUN NYIN NT2PD
Isaiah 49:15 - Does a woman forget her babe, have no mercy on MY 332 0N 2 ﬂ\’?_N NavNn
the child of her womb? Though she forget, | will not forget you. s TNIYN NI YIN) MNDYN NZN DI
Isaiah 66:13 - As a man whose mother comforts him, so | myself N Y2 NHNMN 1)0?’4 N YVIND
will comfort you, and you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. SIDMN D2YINII DINNMIN

D. Some imagery for God which is both male and female:

Genesis 1:26-27 - And God said: Let us make humanity in our image, - NIVOT2 WR7¥Z DTN NYY) DIFIN N
by our likeness... And God created humanity in His image: in the ~D2¥3 ¥7¥1 DTN MY DPOX N1

image of God He created him; male and female He created them. : DN X2 NI 121 INX N2 DPON
Psalm 123:2 — Look, like the eyes of slaves to their masters, like the OPNTN T ON OOTY ’J’).’_? man
eyes of a slave girl to her mistress, so are our eyes to the Lord our WYY AN ™ N NIy OYYI
God, until He grants us grace. 1NV TY IPON N DN

E. Some imagery for God which is neither male nor female:

Isaiah 40:25 - And to whom would you liken Me that | be compared, mvn) PRI N 7§]
says the Holy One? TR INO

“The Hebrew Bible’s authors regarded God as a being who could be located at particular times

in specific places — that is to say, an embodied being... Does God have a gender? ...[Gen. 1:26-27

implies that] God has no one gender. God is either without gender, or perhaps we might say (if

we take the language of the verse quite literally) that God is both male and female. The text’s

need to address the question of humanity’s gender immediately after it informs us that humanity
- has the form and shape as God helps confirm that these terms refer to a bodily image.”

Em ___ (The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel, Benjamin D. Sommer, CUP 2009, p.10,70)
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Midrash — Genesis Rabbah 8:1

“And God said: Let us make humanity in our image, after our
likeness” (Gen. 1:26) - Rabbi Yochanan began: “From behind (achor)
and in front (kedem) You shaped me” (Ps. 139:5). R. Yochanan said:
If a person merits, they eat the fruits of two worlds [this world and
the next], as it is written, “From behind and in front You shaped
me”, and if not, a person comes to receive judgment and
accounting, as its written “and You set Your palm upon me” (ibid.).

Said R. Yirmiyah b. Elazar: When the Holy One blessed be God
created the first of humanity, God created them as androgynous, as
it is said, “male and female He created them” (Gen. 5:2).

Said R. Shmuel bar Nachman: When the Holy One created the first
of humanity, God created them double-fronted (du-partsufin), and
sliced them and made them backs, a back here and a back here.

They challenged him: But it says, “And God took one of their ribs
(tzalotav)” (Gen. 2:21)! He said to them: Here it means, one of their
sides (sitrohi), just as you would say, “And for the side (tzela) of the
Tabernacle” (Ex 26:20), which they translate in Aramaic as “And for
the side (setar) of the Tabernacle” [i.e. not a rib].

Mishnah — Bikkurim: Chapter 4 [later addition to the Mishnah]

1. An hermaphrodite is in some ways equivalent to men, and in some
ways equivalent to women, and in some ways equivalent to men and
to women, and in some ways not equivalent to men or to women.

2. How are they equivalent to men? They become impure with white
discharge, like men; may marry [a woman] but may not be married [to
a man], like men; may not be in seclusion with women, like men; are
not supported with the daughters, like men; dresses and grooms
themself, like men; may not [if a Kohen] become impure from a corpse,
and is obligated not to round [corner’s of their head] and not to
destroy [beard corners], like men; and are obligated in all of the
commandments which are said in the Torah, like men.

3. How are they equivalent to women? They become impure with red
[discharge], like women; may not be in seclusion with men, like
women; do not necessitate yibum, like women; do not receive a
portion [of inheritance] with the sons, like women; does not receive a
portion in the holy things of the Temple, like women; is disqualified
from all testimony of the Torah, like women; may not cohabit with
forbidden relations, like women; and is disqualified from the
priesthood, like women.

4. How are they equivalent to men and to women? One who strikes or
curses themis liable, like men & women; one murders them accidently
must go into exile, and if on purpose, receives the death penalty, like
men & women; their mother sits for them [at birth] for impure blood
and pure blood, like men & women; receives a portion of the ‘holy
things of the borders’, like men & women; and if someone says, “l am
a nazir if this person is a man and a woman,” then they become a nazir.

5. How are they equivalent not to men and not to women? They are not
liable due to their tumah, they do not burn [terumah] on their tumah;
and they cannot have an erech vow on them, not like men and not like
women; they cannot be sold as a Hebrew slave, not like men and not
like women, and if someone says, “l am a nazir if this person is not a man
and not a woman,” then they becomes a nazir.

Rabbi Meir says: An hermaphrodite is a creature unto themself, and
the sages could not decide concerning them whether they were a
man or a woman. But this is not so with a tumtum, for sometimes they
are treated as a man and sometimes as a woman.

© 2022 Rabbi Dr Raphael Zarum, The Rabbi Sacks Chair of Modern Jewish Thought, LSJS

NHYXI DTN NYYI DIPON NN
N7 (10 Nﬂ’\’)N‘D) MININTD
D9NN) MMIPIY OTR) VNN’ NN
121 OX : NV 27 DN (N: V0P
SNV, NINYIY Y DN DTN
NIN IND ON)Y IR DT 'nnw
nym 'mmw 1Y PTImY K2
111292 92y

nYYa :I3YoN 2 1N 727 DN
VRGN DTN NN N7apn KI2Y
1NOT XN TN ,INT2 DI
.(2: 1 TPWUNA2) ’romn 12PN 1D

VY3 : YoN) 72 SNIDY 437 N
PT,)IUNRIND DTN NN N72APN R)2Y
, D2 INVY) 199)) ,IN72 D989
m:b 2)) 1NDY 1)

NN NN 1NN MY NN
TN L(NI:2 TPUNIT) 7PDYINND
IXT NP PO PDNIVD PN YinD
/(9:12 TNY) MDYND Y2¥Y IR
JNIIYN 0DV WNDNT

my 077 72 ¥ DIITIN .1
D’\’))b -mu D577 12 ¥2),DOVIND
vam t:mvmb m\v D’DT[ ja vm
ov\m;? N9 MY 1PN D277 12 W0

: DOVII N

1292 NPV TOVIND MY THD .2

NY) ND DIN NWD) DOVIND
DOVIN DY TNXNN PN ,DOVIND

nNIAN DY PH PN ,DOVIND

ONDM qUYDINDOVIND

N) cmmb NPOVN IPN) D’\’)JND
D’WJND NYNR 5113 q’vn 513

ﬂwmn NIMNIND NI 522 M

DOYIND

DTN NRLN 1DV MY TYI .3
DVIND DY TN 1PN 001D
, D)) D12 PRIV IPN) ,00WID

7bm PN , 012N DY 7bm mm

b:b 91091 t:mm: DVTR WTR2

oy1) mm cmm: NNy M7y

mnan M bmm D’Y))D n7ava
DOV

10OYIY) DOVIND MY TYD q
DYYIND mbbv bsn N2n Yy 0N

SR -bu NV mh-n cmvm

NP MN) 00V D’\’)JND MM
DYVIND -mo cm NPV D7 vbv
D’\’.J‘IQ W2 7?""! D’\’JQD]

M MY DN) ,DVID) DOVIND

SR MY TN YR WON TRY P

ND) D’wmb ND -nw PN T 5

PRI INNNDV Y DN PR 100V

ND T ION) INNNL DY pmw)

DM PN D’WJ:) ND) DOVIND

N D’VJ)ND N9 RakLY Ta¥3

My N m-n" NN ON) , D092

SPTINY D PNYNR NDY \’)’N )

DIVIVTIN 1IN PRD 229

1990 N9Y NYD PNy 293 1293
UIN NV ON 1Yy )”ﬂ:ﬂ5 n’mn
D ION DIVNY YIN YN N

NINY DNYD WX NINY omvs

YN

ww.lIsjs.ac.uk



